of Geometric: so he came and brought with him his Sector
and Quadrant, and fell to resolving of Triangles and doeing a
great many fine things. Said the grave Knight, Doe jou call
this reading of Geometrie ? This is shewing of tricks, man ! and so
dismisst him with scorne, and sent for Henry Briggs, from
Cambridge.
I have heard Dr. Wallis say, that Sir H. Savill has sufficiently
confuted Joseph Scaliger de Quadratura Circuli, in the very
margent of the booke: and that sometimes when J. Scaliger
sayes AB=CD ex construction, Sir H. Savill writes some-
times in the margent, Et Dominatio wstra est Asinus ex con-
structione [and your rule is an ass by construction]. One sayes
of Jos. Scaliger, that where he erres, he erres so ingeniosely,
that one had rather erre with him then hit the mark with
Clavius.
He had travelled very well, and had a general! acquaintance
with the Learned men abroad; by which meanes he obtained
from beyond sea, out of their Libraries, severall rare Greeke
MSS., which he had copied by an excellent Amanuensis for
the Greeke character. He gave his Collection of Mathematicall
Bookes to a peculiar little Library belonging to the Savilian
Professors.